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ri. Conn, 3.1, 


But he himſelf ſhall be Sa- 
ved, yet ſoas by Fire: 


4 ] ' H E Context runs thus: 46- 
cording to the grace of God which 
| & ts given gento me, as a wiſe Ma- 
FF r-builder, 1 bave laid the Foundation, 
| and another Buildeth thereon: But let i eve- 
ry man take heed how be Buildeth thereup- j 
en, For other Foundation can. no man lay, | 
than that which is laid, Jeſus Chrift. Now 
if any man Build upon this Foundation, 
Gold, HS tboer, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, 
Seubble, Every man's work ſhall be made 
p manifeſt, for the day [oall declare it; But 
it ſoall be revealed by Fire, and the Firs 
fhall try every 71ans pus 4 of what fort it We. 


if 


_ A as A — 
J an Ie 's MY aid, hich be _ 4 
arty HhgSd ety M 
any max s work: fall be b arnt; be foall [af- 
rf loſs.s Bel HE HIMSELF SHAL 
BE SAVED, TET SO AS BY FIRE. 


N theſe Words the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 

2 ſort of Perſons, lh held indeed the 
Foundatien.of Chriſtianity, but Buik up- 
on it ſuch Dottrimes or Practices as would 
not bear'the er/al , which. he expreſſeth 
to us by Wood, Hay, and Stubble, which 
are not proof ' againſt the' Fire., *Sach a 
perſon, He Apoſtle tells us, hath bxought 
- himſelf into a very dangerous ſtate, 
though he would not abſolutely deny the 
pefſ1vility of his Salvation ; He binſolt foal 
be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fite. 

That by Fire here, iynot meant The 
Fire of Dor ialary, as ſome pretend (who 
would be glad ws any ſhadow of a Text 
of Scripture to countenance their own 
dreams ) Iſhall neither trouble you nor 
my ſelf to manifeſt, 

"Ic is very well known, that this is a 
 Proverbial  phrafe, uſed' not only in 
Scripture, but in prophane Authors, ro 
ſignitic a narrow eſcape out of a great dan- 
ger« He ſhal be faved, yet ſoas by Fire, 


Sx Tvegs, out of the Fire, Juſt aSSY 
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#t.3-20, where the Apoſtle 
ight perſons w Neb 's 


them as a Srolrade; out mn the Fire, And 
Others Save with fear, plucking 
them out of the Fire, All which exprefſi- 
ons ſignifie the gteatneſs of the FA anger, 
and the difficulty of eſcaping it, 

(who, it is likely * 7-69. 
did not think of Purgatory,) uſeth this 
phraſe; Yuo. ex jud:cio, velit ex tncen- 
From which Judg- 
metit or Sentence he eſcaped naked, as it + 


Jude 23, 


{ſo the 


Roman Orator *© 


dio, nudus effupit , 


 wereout of a burning. And one of the 


Greek Orators * tells us, That, to Save a 


man out of the Fire, was a common prover- 


* Ariſttdes. 


bial ſpeech. And thus St. Chryſoflom in- 
terprets this very place, He ſhall ef cape , 
as one that eſcapes out of the Fire, that 
is, (faith he) as one who when his bouſe at 
manght u ſet on fire, wakts arid leaps out 


of bis bed, and runs naked out of the doors, 


taking nothing that « within along with 
him, but _—_ bu whole care to Save 


=o body from the flames, 
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the Obſerration that naturally ariſeth is 
this. That men may hold gll the Funda- 
mentals of Chriftiait Religion, and yet may 
fuperadd other things whereby they may 


greatly endanger their Salvation; What 


rhoſe things were» which ſqme among the 
Corintbtans Built upon theFoundation of 
Chtiſtianity; whereby they endanger'd 
their Salvatton,; we may probably conje- 
cure, by what the Apoltle 'reproves in 
this Epiſtle as the tolerating of /nceſtzous 
Marriages communicating m do! Feaſts, 


. &c; Andeſpectally by the Doctrine of 


_ the falſe Apoſtles, who at thar time did 
fo much diſturb the peace of moſt Chri- 
- ftian Churches, and - who are ſo often 
_ and ſo ſeverely reflected upon in thts Epi 


ſtle. And what their Dofrine was, we * 


have arraccount As 15, vz. that they 
mpoſed upon the Gentile Chriſtians, Ctr- 
cumſion, and' the obfervation of the Fewifſh 
 Zaw , teaching that eunlefs they were cir- 


eumcifed and kept the Law of Mofes. they | 
could not be faved. So thatthey did not 


only Build theſe Do&rines u pon Chriſtta- 


mty, but they made them equal with the 


Foundation, ſaying, That unleſs men be- 


leved and pratiied juch things, they could 


10t be Jated. 
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"T ſhall at this'time take occafion from” 
this paſſage of the Apoſtles to conſider: 
theſe two things. a LA TY 
1, Some Dodrines and Prattices, 
which have been Built upon the Founda-- 
tion of Chriſtianity to the great hazard 
and danger of mens Salvation; And,to 
be plain, I mean particularly, by the 
Church of Rowe. 
2, Whether our granting apoſſebil:ty 
of Salvation (though with great hazard) 
to thoſe in the communion of the Roman 
Church, and their denying it to us, bea 
reaſonable argument and encouragement 
to'any man to betake himſelf to that * 
Church e Ay 
And there is the more reaſon to conl1- 
der theſe thiugs, when ſo many ſeducing 
Spirits are ſo active and buſie to pexvert 
men from the Truth, and when we fee 
every day ſo many Perſons and their Relt- 
gion ſo eaſily parted. For this reaſon 
theſe two Conſiderations ſhall be the 
ſubject of the following Diſcourſe. | 


Wy FIRST.We will conſider ſome De- 

of - Erines and Praftices which the Church of 
Rome hath built upon the Foundatron of 
Chriſtianity, to the great hazard and dan- 
ger of mens Salvation, It is not denied 

TR + B 3 by 
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(6) 
by the. moſt- judicious Proteflents /' but 
th:t the-Church of Remze do.hold all the: 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith which are 
neceſſary to: Salvation, But that which 
we charge. upon them, as a juſt ground 


of our Separation frem them, is, the ime- 
poſing of new Doftrines and Prattices upon 
Chriſtians, as. neceſſary to Salvation, which 
_ were never taught by our Saviour, or his 
Apoſtles; and which are either dire&ly 
contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
or toQ apparently deſtructive of. a good 
Life. And Ibegin, © 49G 


1. WITH their Doftrines, And, 
becauſe I have no mind to aggravate leſ- | 
ſer matters, I will ſingle out four or five 
points of Dodrine, which they have ad- 
ded w the'Chriſtian Religion, and which 
were neither taught by our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, nor own'd in the firſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, And the. - © 


F I.R.S T which I ſhall mention, and 
which being once admitted, makgs way 
for as manyErrors as they pleaſe to bfing 
1041S this their Do&rime of Jatallibliey, 468 I F 
this they are very ſtiff and peremptoryin, 
though they are not agreed among therns 
ſelves, where this  /n/allibility is ſeated 1 
————__—_— 
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whether in'\ the. Pope alone,: or. a. Council 
alone, Or in both together, or. in the drffu- 
ſue body of Chriſtians ; But they axe ſure 
they have-it, though they. know nor 
where it is,', -' 7 

 Andis this no-prejudice againſt it? 
can any man think, that this.-privi/edge 
was at firſt conferred upon-the Qhurch of 
Rome and that Chriſtians in all Ages did 
believe it, and; had conſtant recourſe to 
it, for the determining of differences, 
and yet that that very Church, which 
hath enjoyed and'uſed it ſo long, ſhould 
now be ata loſs where to find it 7: No- 
thing could fall out more dnluckily,than 
that-there ſkould' be ſuch differences a- 
mong them about that which they pre- 
tend to be the only Means of ending all 
differences. OT ; INC | 
* There is not theleaſt intimation .in 
Scripture of this preveledg'conterr'd yRon 
the Roman Church ; nor dothe Apoſtles, 
in all their Epiſtles, ever ſo mych as give 
the leaſt direction to Chriſtians to appeal 
tothe Biſhop of Kome for a determination 
of the many differences, which, even in 
thoſe times, happen'd among them. And 
it is ſtrange they ſhould be ſo filent in 
this matter, when there were ſo tnany oc- 
ca{ions to ſfeak of itz if our Saviour had 
"T6 = _ plainly 
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| of Controverſies, for this very end, to 


 decidethe differences that ſhould happen. | 


_ Umong Chriſtians. It is ſtrange that the 

Ancient Fathers, im their Aifputes with 
Hereticks, ſhould 'never appeal to this 
Fedg, Nay itis ſtrange they ſhould not 
conſtantly do it, in all caſes, it being ſo 
thort and expedite a way for the ni 
of controverſies. And this very confide: 
ration, to a wiſe man, is inſtead of a 
thouſand arguments to ſatisfie him that 
in thoſe times no ſuch thing was belie- 
ved in the world. Bn Yie 
' Now this Dofrine of Infallibiltty, if it 
be not true,is of ſo much the more perni- 


cious conſequence to Chriſtianity, be- 


cauſe the conceit of it does corifirm them 
that think chey have it, in all their othex 
errors ; and gives them a'pretence of aſ- 
ſaming an Authority'to thernſelves to im- 
poſe their qwn fancies and miſtakes upon 
the whole Chriſtian world, © 


'2, THEIR Dofrine about Repen- 
tance, Which'cohliſts' in confeſſing their 
Sins to the Prieſt, which if it be but ac- 
companied with any degree of Contreton, 
does; upon Ab/o/gtion received from the 
Pricit, pur thetp into a ſtate of. Selvation, 
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which they meana ſtate of Temporary 
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4nd debauched lives that can' be ima- 
gin'd; than which nothing- can be more 
Teſtruive of a good life. For if this be 
true, all the hazard that the moſt wick- 
ed man runs of his Salvation 1s, only the 
danger of ſo ſudden a death, as gives him 
no ſpace for Confeſſion and. Abſolution, 
A caſe that happens ſo rarely, that any 
man that is ſtrongly addicted to his Luſts 
will be content to venture his Salvation 
npon this hazard; and all the Arguments 
to a good Life will be very infignificant, 
toa man that hath a mind to be wicked; 


| When Remiſlion of Sins may be had.yupoi 
. fuch cheap tenms, ES 


3. THE Dottrine of Purgatory. By 


Puniſhments after this Life, from which 
men may be Releaſed aud Tranſlated in- 
to Heaven, by the Prayers of the Living 
and the Sacrifice of the Maſf. That this 
Dodrine was not known in the Primitive 
Church, nor can be proved from Scrip- 
ture, we hive the free” acknowledgment 
of as Learned and Eminent men as any 
of that Church , which is to acknowledge 
thatit is a SuperſtruQure upon the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, - And though,”in one 


ſenſe, 
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S$:{yer upon the Foundation of Chriſtia- 
vity,confidering the vaſt Revenues which 
this Doctrine ( and that of / naulgences, 


Church ; yer 1 doubt not, bur in the 
Apoſtles ſenſe, it will be found to be Hay 
and Sz»bble. But how groundleſs ſoever 
be, it is too gainful a Doctrine to be 
eatily parted withal, 


4» THE Dofrine of Tranſubftantiation. 
A hard word, but I would to God that 
yerethe worlt of it ; the thing is much 
more difficult, I have taken:ſome pains 
to conſider other Religions that have 
been in the World, and I muſt freely de- 
glare, that Inever yet, in_ any. of them, 
met with any Article or Propoſition, im- 
poſed upon the belief of men, half ſoun-+ 
reafonable and hard to be believed as 
this is, And yet this, in the. Romi/o 
Church,is eſteemed one of the moſt prin- 
cipal Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
though there is no more certain Founda- 
tion for it in-Scripture, thanfor our Sa- 


_ viours being Subſtantially changed inta 

all thoſe things which are ſaid of him, as 
thathe.is a Rock, a Vine, a Door, and 
a hundred other-things, 


But 


which depends-upon it ) brings in to that 


i 


g 


the "ys 


- Biirchis is not all. This Dodritie hath 
not. only wo certain Foundation in Sctip- 
ture, but. Ii have a_far- heavier charge 


very: Foundation/of Chriſtianity it- 
lf, And ſurely nothing onght co be ad- 
mitted to be a part of the Chr:ſtian: Do- - 
trine, which deſtroys tlie reaſon of our = 
belief of the whole, © [And that this Do- 
&rine does ſo will appear evidently,if we 
conſider. what was the main Argument 
which the: Apoſtles uſed to convince the 
World of the zruth of Chriſttanity, And 
thatwas this ; That our! Bleſſed Savior, 


 #he: Autboy of thus Doftrine, wrought ſuch 


and ſuch miracles,” and: particularly that'he 
roſe again frem the dead,” And this they 
proved, becauſe-they were eye-witnefles 
of his Miracles, and had iſcen hipand 
converſed with .him after he was rifen 
from thedead. Bur whar if their: ſenfes 
did deceive themin this matter * 'then 
it cannotbe denied, but that the main 
proof of Chriſtianity falls co the ground. 


Well! Wewill now ſuppoſe (as the 
Church of Rome does) Thanſubſtantiation 
to have been-one principal part of the 
Chriſtian Dodrine, which the Apoſtles 
Preached, Bur-if this Doctrine be pro 
£64 SHELGSH taen 
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po ſenſible matter, wherein 'tis as hard 
or them to bedeceived, as in any thing 


in the world; For two things can hardly. 
be imagin'd more different, than a letle.. 


bit of Wafer, and the whole Body of a 
Man | RIES? [ 
So thatthe Apoſtles perſwading men 
to believe this Dodrine, perſwaded 
them not to truft their Senſes, andyet 


the Argument which [they uſed to per- 


ſwade them to this was built upon the di- 
reft contrary principle, that zzens Senſes 
are to be truſted ;, For if they be not, then 
notwithſtanding all the evidence the 
Apoſtles offer'd for the Reſurreftion of 
our Saviour, he might not be riſen, and 


ſo the faith of Chriſtians was vain, Sq. 


they that repreſent the Apoſtles as ab- 
ſurdly as is poſſible, vx. going about to 
perſwade men-out of their Senſes, by 
vertue- of an Argument , the whole 
ſtrength whereof depends upon the cer- 
tainty of Senſe,  _. Ft 

And now the matter is brought to a fair 
iſſue. If the teſtimony af Szn/e be to be 
relied upon, then Tranſubfantiatzon is 


falſe: If it be not,then no man is ſuce that 
Chriſtianity is true. For the utmoſt aſſu- 


rance that the Apoſtles had of the truth 


of - 
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Moſt certainly. But then we ought. to 


iſtianity, was the teſtimony of | 
ir own Senſes concerning our Savidurs 
Miracles ; and this Teſtimony every.man 
bath againſt Tranſubſcantiation. From 
whence it planly follows, That no man 
(no not. the Apoſtles themſelves ) had 
more reaſon to believe Chriſtsanity to be 
true, than every man hath to believe 
Tranſubſtantiation to be falſe. And we 
who did not ſee our Savior's Miracles 
(as the Apoſtles did) and have only « 
credible Relation of them, but do ſee the 
Sacrament; have leſs evidence of the 
truth of Chriſt:anity than of the falſavod 
of Tranſubſtantiation. ; 
. But cannot God impoſe upon: the Sen- 
fes of men, and repreſent things tothem 
otherwiſe than they are * yes, undoubt- 
edly. And if hehath revealed that he 
doth this, are we not. to believe him? 


be aſſured that he hath made ſuch a Re- 
yelation; which Aſſurance no man can 
have; the certainty of Senſe being taken 
away. For tegs 
I ſhall preſs the' buſineſs a little far- 
ther, Suppoſing the Scripture to be.s 
Dtvine Revelation, and that theſe words, 
{ This 1s my Body] if they be in Scripture, 
maſt neceſlarily be taken ns: ang 
I4Y iterat 


* 


+» 


_ Hreral ſenſe; Iz now,” What: preates 
eviderice any. manhas, that theſe words 
[ This ts xy Body are in the Bible, than 
every. man has. that the Bread is not 
chang'd inthe Sacrament * Nay no man 
has ſo much; for we have only the evi- 
dence of one Senſe that theſe words are: 
in the Bible, but that the Bread.is not 
chans'd we have the concurring Teſtimo- 
ny oF ſeveral of our ſenſes; Ina word, if 
this be once admitted, that the Senſes of 
all men are deceiv'd' in one of the -moſt 
plain ſenſible matters that can be;there is 
no certait; means left either ro convey or 
prove a Diyine Revelation toMen ; nor is 
there any way to confute the grofleſt im- | 
poſture in the World : For if the clear e- 
videnee of all mens Senſes be not ſuffici- 
ent for this purpoſe,let any man if he can 
find a better and more convincing Argu- 
ment, 


5.1 WILL give but one inſtance 
more of their Do&rines, And that ſhall 
be, their Dottrine of depoſing Kings, in 
caſe of Herelie, and Abſolving their Sub- 
_ jets from their Allegiance to them. And 
this is not a meer Speculative Doftrine, 
but hath been put in Practice many a4 
time by the Biſhops of Rome, as. every 


One 
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theTroubles and Confufions which were 
occaſion'd by this very thing make a:good 
part of the Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages: 
IThope no Body expects that I ſhould 
take the pains to ſhew, thatthis was not 
the Doctrine of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, nor of the Primitive Chriſtians. 
The Paprſts are many of them fo far from 
pretending to this,that in ſome times and 
places, when it is riot ſeaſonable and for 
their purpoſe, we have much a-doe to 
perſwade them that ever it was their Dos» 
&rine, But if [ranſubſtanttation be their 
Do&rine; ths is; for they came both 
out of the ſame Forge, I mean the Couns 
Cil of Lateran under Pope Innocent the 
Third. And if ( as they tell us ) Tran- 
ſubſtantiation was then eſtabliſh'd, ſo was 
this, And indeed one would think they 
were Twins, and brought forth at the 
ſame time, they are ſo like one another, 
chat is, both ſo monſtrouſly unreaſona- 
ble. | 


IT, I COME nowin the Second 
place, to conſider ſome Pradices of the 
Church of Kome, which Iarn afraid, will 
prove as bad as her Do@rines. I ſhall in- 
ſtance in theſe Five, © 


I n Their 
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Service in an linknown Tongue, And that 
not only cantrary to the prattice of the 
Primitive Church, and to.the greatend 
and deſign of Religious Worſhip, which 

is the Edification of thoſe who are con- 
cerned in it, (and itis hard.to imagine 
how men can be Edified by what they do 
not underſtand) but. likewiſe in dire& 
contradiction-to St: Pauls who hath no 
leſs than a. whole Chapter, wherein he 
confutes this Practice as fully, and con- 
demns it as plainly, as any thing is con- 
demned inthe whole Bible, .And they 
that can have the face to maintain'that 
this Practcie was not condemned by St. 
Payl, or that it'was allowed and uſed 
in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, need 
not be aſhamed 'to ſet up for the deftence® 
of any Paradox in the world, 


4 


..%s, THE Communion z ore kd. 
And that notwithſtanding that even, by 
their own acknowledgement, our Say1- 
our inſtituted it in Both kinds, and the 
Primitive Church adminiſtred ir'in Bbth' 
kinds: This. I muſt acknowledge 1s no 
addition toChtiſt fanity, but a Sacrulegt- 
05 taking away of an Eſſential part of the 
Sacrament, For the Qup is as Eſtential;a 

| part 
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night as well, and by the ſame Ayu- 
thority, take away the one as the other, 
and both as well as either. 


they mi 


' 3..THEIR. Worſhiping of Imager. 
Which practice ( notwithſtanding all 
their diſtinctions about it, which ate no 
other but what the Heathens uſed in the 
ſame Caſe) flics as full in the face of the 
Second Commandment, as a deliberate and 
malicious killing of a man is againſt the 
S:xth. But if the caſe be ſo plain, aman 
would think that at leaſt the Teachers 
_ and Guides of that Church ſhould be 
ſenſible of it, Why, they are ſo, and 
atraid the people ſhould be ſo too; And 
therefore in their ordinary Catechiſms 
and Manuals of Devotion, they leave 
out the Second Commandment, and di- 
vide the Tenth into two to make up the 
number, leſt if the common people ſhould 
know it, their Conſciences ſhould ſtart 
at the doing of a rhing, ſo direftly con- 
trary to the plain Command of God. 


4. THE worſhipping of the Bread 
and //ne in the Euchariſt, qut ofa falſe 
and groundleſs perſwaſion, that they are 
ſubſtantially changed into the Body and 

C : Bloud 
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Bloud of Chriff, Which if itbe not trus; 
( and it hath good fortune if it be. for 
certainly it-is one of the moſt incredible 
things in the whole world ) then, by the 
confeſſion of ſeveral 'of their own learn- 
ed Writers, they are guilty of grof Ido- 
latry. 


. 5, THE worſhip and Invocation of 
Saints and Angels ; and particularly of 
the Virgin Mary, which hath now for 
ſome Ages been a principal part of their 
Religion. Now a man may juſtly wonder 
that ſo conſiderable a part of Religion, 
as they make this to be, ſhould have no 
manner of foundation in the Scripture. 
Does our Saviour any where ſpeak one 
word concerning the worſhipping of 
Her ? Nay,does he not take all occaſions 
to reſtrain all extravagant apprehenfions 
and imaginations concerning the Honour 
due to Her, as foreſecing the degeneracy 
of the Church in this thing £ When he 
was told that his Mother and Brethren 
were without: Who ( ſays he) are my 
Mother and my Brethren? He that doth 
the will of my Father, the ſame 1s my Mc- 
ther, and Siſter, ana Brother, And when 
the Woman brake forth into that rapture 
concerning the bleſſed Mother of our 


Lord 


@nd the paps that gave thee ſuck | Our Sa- 
viour drverts it to another thing ; Yea 7a- 
ther, bleſſed are they that bear tbe word of 
God ani keep it. Does either our Savi- 
our or his Apoſtles in all their Precepts 
and DireQions concerning Prayer, and 
the manner of it, and by whom we are 
to addreſs our ſelves to God, give the 
leaſt intimation of Prayer to the Virgin 
Mary, or making uſe of het Mediation ? 
And can any man believe,that if this had 
been the Praftice of the Church from the 
beginning, out Sawwur and his Apoſtles 
would have been ſo ſilent about ſo conſi- 
derable a part of Religion : Inſomuch, 
tbat in all the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles I 
do not remember that her Name is fo 
much as once mentioned ? And yet the 
worſhip of het in the Church of Rome is 
a main part of their Publick Worſhip ; 
yea and of their Private Devotion. too, 
in which it is uſual with them to ſay zen 
AveMaries for one Pater Noſler,that is,for 
one Prayer they make to Almighty God, 
they make ten addrefies to the bleſſed 
Virgin,for that is the proportion obſer- 
ved in their Roſaries. He that conſiders. 
this, and had never ſeen the Bible, would 
haxye been apt to think, that there had 
| 0's been 


Lord; Bleſſed ts the Womb that bare thee, 


been more ſaid concerning Her in Scrip: 
ture, than either concerning Goa, or our 
bleſſed Saviour 5 and that the New-Te- 
ſtament were full from one end to the 
other of Precepts and Exhortations to 
the worſhipping of her ; and yet when all 
1s done, I challenge any man to fhew me; 
ſo much as one ſentence in the whole 
Bible that ſounds that way. And there 
Is as little in the Chriſtian Writers of the 
firſt Three hundred years. The truth 
is, thus pratitce began to creep in among 
ſome Superſtittous people about the 
middle of the fourth Century ;, And I re- 
member particularly, that Epriphantus, 
who lived about that ttme; calls it, the 
Hereſe of the Women, | 
And thus I have given you ſoine In- 


ſtances of ſeveral Duftrines and Prattices, 


which the Church of Rome have Built up- 
on the Foundation of Chriſtzanity. Much 
more might have been ſaid of them ; but 
from what hath been ſaid, any man may 
eaſily diſcern how dangerous they are to 
the Salvation of men. 


T proceed now inthe Second place. 


IT. TO confider whether our rene: 
ing @ poſſibility of Sal vation, thoug 


with 
great 
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Mx... 
great hazard, to thoſe in the Communi- 
on of the Roman Church, and their deny- 
ing it to us, be a ſufficient argument and 
encouragement to any man to quit our 
Church and go to theirs. And there is 
the moreneed to conſider this, becauſe 
this is the great popular Argument, where- 
with the Emiſlaries and Agents of that 
Churchare wont to aſſault our people. 
Your Church ( ſay they ) grants that a Pa- 
 Þift may be Saved, Ours deny that a Prote- 
fant can be Saved ; therefore it Is [a feſt tO 
be of our Church, in. which Salvation, by 
the acknowledgement of both ſides, u poſ- 
fble, 

For anſwer to this, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew that this is ſo far from being a good 
Argument, that it is ſo intolerable weak 
and /ophifiical, that any conſiderate man 
ought to be aſhamed to be catch'd by it. 
For either it is good of it ſelf, and ſuffici- 
ent tq perſwade a man to relinquiſh our 
Church, and to paſs over to theirs, 
without entring into the Merits of the 
Cauſe on either ſide, and without compa- 
ring the Doctrines and Practices of both 
the Churches together, or it is not. It 
it be not ſufficient of zz ſelf to perſwade a 
man tq leave our Church, without Com- 
paring the Do&rines on both files, th2n 
C 3 it 


ad 


& £5 
it is to no purpoſe, and there is nothi 
got by it. For if upon examination an 
comparing of Dodtines, the one appear 
tobe tre, and the other falſe, this-alone 
is ſufficient inducement to any man ta 
cleave to that Church where the true 
Doctrine is found, and then there is no 
need ofthis Aroument. 

If it be ſaid, that this Argument is 
good init ſelf, withour the examination 
of the Doctrines of both: C hurches ; this 
ſecms a very ſtrange thing for any man 
to arhrm, that it is reaſon enough to a 
man to be of any Church, whatever her 
Dottrines and Pp; actices: be. if ſhe do but 
damn thoſe that differ trom her, and if 
the Church that differs from hee do but 
allow a poſſi bility of Salvation in her Com- | 
mun 
| ie they who uſe this Arguenent.ges 
tend that K is Sufficient of it ſelf , and 
therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to ew, as 
briefly and plainly as I wh the miſerable 
dh and inſ«fictency of it, to ſativfie 
any mans Conſcience or prudence td 
Gn pl his Religion. And to this end 

{] aH he 
' 1 Shewthe weakneſs of hs Principle | 
Pon which rh1s Argument relies, 


» 
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2, Give 


-2, Give. {ome paralte] Inſtances by . 
which it will clearly apear that it con- 


” . 


cludes falſe, 
3. I ſhall take notice of fome prof ab- 
ſurd:ties that follow from it. | 
4+ Shew how unfit it is to work upon' 
thoſe to whom it is propounded. And 
5. How improper it is to be urged by 
thoſe that make uſe of it, 


1. I SHAL L ſhew the weakneſs of 
the Principle upon which this Argument 
relies. And that is this: That whatever 
different Partites in Religion agree in 1s ſa- 
feſt to be choſen, Thetrue conſequence 
of which Principle, if itbe driven to the 
head, is, to perſwade men to forſake 
Chriſtianity, and to make them take up 
in the Principles of Natural Religion, tor 
in cheſz all' Religions do agrez. For if 
this Principle be true, and fignifie any 
thing, it is dangerous to embrace any 
thing wherein the ſeveral parties in Re- 
1lig on differ , bgcauſe that only is Safe 
and Prudent to be cho'en wherein all. 
agree, So that- this Argument, if the 
Foundation of it be good, will perſwade 
further than thoſe who make ule of it de- 
fire it ſhould do; for it will not only 
make men ftorſake the Proteſtant Rel:y on, 

24 but 


OTE y i i» 43.457 EGS ; 
. - FF; 
- 


Foe 


(24 ) 


but Popery too, and 


SM H-> 
oh! I 4 &, if 4 Do . 
a 26 wg 53 n £4 * uo 7 
' ts __ 4 " Eg ACS 
P23 p ». 7 L324 be... 4 
£ 


, and, which is much more 
conſiderable, Chriftianity it ſelf, 


2. I WILL give ſome parallel In- 
flances, by which it will clearly be ſeen 
that this Argument concludes falſe. The 
Donatiſfis denied the Baptiſm of the Ca- 
tholicks to be good, but the Catholicks 
acknowledged the Baptiſm of the De- 
natiſis to be valid. So that both ſides 
yere agreed that the Baptiſm of the Do- 
 natiſis was good; therefore the ſafeſt 
way for St. Auſtin aid other Carbolicks 


(according to this Argument) was to be | 


Baptized again by the Donatiſts, becauſe 


by the acknowledgment of both {ſides, 


Baptiſm among them was valid. 


Rome, Several in that Church hold the 
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But, to come nearer to the Church of 
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oument, they ought all to be of their 
opinion in theſe points, becauſe both 
fides are agreed, that tbey that hold them 
may be Saved ; but one fide poſitively 
fayes, that men cannot be Saved if they do 
not hold them. 

But my Text furniſheth me with as 
good an Inſtance to this purpoſe as can be 
deſired. St. Paul here in the Text, ac- 
knowledgeth the poſſibility of the Salvati- 
on of thoſd. who Built Hay and Stubble up- 
on the Foundation of Chriſttanity , that they 
might be Saved, though with great diff- 
culty, and, as it were, out of the Fire, 
But now among thoſe Builders with Hay 
and Stubble, there were thoſe who deni- 
ed the poſlibility of St. Paul's Salvation, 
and of thoſe who were of his mind. We 
are told of ſome who Built the Jewifb 
Ceremonies and Obſeryances upon'the 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, and ſaid, 
"that unleſs men were Circumciſed and 
-kept the Law of Moſes, they could not 
| be Saved. 'Sa that by this Argument St. 
Paul and his followers ought to have 
gone over to thoſe Tugaizing Chriſtians, 
becauſe it was acknowledged on both 
ſides, that they might be Saved : But 
theſe 7udarzing Chriſtians were as uncha- 
pitable to St, Paul and other Chriſtians, 

9 


Rome is now tous; for 
they ſaid poſitively that they could not: 
be Saved, But can any man think, that 
St. Paul would have been moved by 
this Argument, to leave a ſafe and certain 
way of Salvation, for that which was on-_ 
ly poſſible, and that with great difficulty 
and hazard? The Argument, you ſee 
| ts the very ſame, and yet it concludes the 
wrong way ; which plainly ſhews, that 
jt is a contingent Argument, and concludes 
uncertainly and by chance, and therfore 
no man ought to be moved by it, 


3 the Church of 7 


3, I SHALL take notice of ſome 
groſs abſurdities that follow from it, I 
ſhall mention but theſe two, _ _ 

I. According tothis Principle, it is al- 
ways fateſt to be on the uncharitable ſide, 
And yet uncharitableneſs is as bad an evi- 
dence, either of a true Chriſtian, or a 
true Church, as a man would wiſh, Cha- 
rity is one of the moſt Eſſential marks of 
Chriſtianity, and what the Apoſtle ſaich 
of particular Chriſtians, -is as true of 
whole-Churches ; that though they have 
all Faith, yet if they bave not Charity, thay 
are nothing. S604 - 

I grant that no Charity teacheth men 
to ſee 0.-hers Damned, and not to tcll 

HS nm them 
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chem the danger of their condition. But 
it is tobe conf! "Jer 'd, that the damni 4 
men is a very hard thing, and the 
when ever we do it, the caſe muſt be 
wonderfully plain. And is it fo in this 
caſe ? They of the Church of Kome can- 
not. deny, but that we embrace all the 
Dottrines of our Saviour and his Apos 
Ales ; what cver is contain'd in the Apo- 
ſtles Creed, and determined by the Four 
firſt General Councils:; And yet they 
will not allow this, and a good Life, to. 
- us within a poſſibility of Salvation ; 
ecauſe we will not ſubmit to all the In- 
novalions they would impoſe upon us. 
And yet I think there isſcarce any Do. 
ins or Praftice, in difference between 
them and us, which ſome or other of 
their moſt learned Writers have not ac- 
knowledged, either nor to be ſufficiently 
contained in Scripture, or not to have 
been held and practiſed by the Primitive 
Church, ſo that nothing can excule 
their uncharitabineſs towards us, And 
they pay dear for the little advantage 
they get by this Argument , for they do 
what in them lies, to inake eines 
no Chriſtians, that they may prove 
themſelves the truer Church ; A medium 
which WC donot deſire to make uſe of. 
2, If 


—_—— — 


ment were good, then 


theWorld to agree with him in an Error, 
which another does mot acccount Dam- 
nable, whatever it be ; provided he do 


| but damnall thoſe that do not hold it ; 


and there wants nothing but confidence 
and uncharttableneſs oÞ this. But is 
there any ſenſe, that another mans bold- 
neſs and want of Charity ſhould be-an 
Argument to move me to be of his opi- 
nion © I cannot 1lluſtrate this better,than 
by the difference between a skiltul Phy- 
ſician and a Mountebank. A learned and 
Skilful Phyſician is modeſt, and ſpeaks 
Jefily of things : He ſayes that ſuch a me- 
chod of Cure which he hath directed is 
ſafe, and withal, that that which the 
Mountebank preſcribes, may poflibly do 
the work ; but there is great hazard and 
danper in it, But the Mountebank who 
never talks of anything leſs than Infallible 
Cyres (andalways the more Mountebank, 
the ſtronger pretence to Infallibility ) 
he is poſitive that that Method which the 
Phyſician preſcribes will deſtroy the Pa- 
tient, but his Receipt is Infallible, and 
never fails, Is there any reaſon in this 


_ cafe, that this man ſhould carry it,meer- 


ly by his canfidence © And yet it this Ar- 
| gument 


-" 2. If this Argu 
by this trick a man may bring aver all 


gument be good, the ſafeſt way is tore 
ject the Phyſicians advice, and to ſtick 
to the Mountebanks ; For both ſides are 
agreed, that there is a pofſibility of Cure 
in the Mountebanks method, but not in 
the Phyſicians ; and ſo the whole force 
of the Argument lies in the confidence of 
an 7gnorant man. Dl ; 


4. T HIS Argument ts very unfit to 
work upon thoſe to whom 1t is propoun- 
ded: For either they believe we ſay 
true in this, or not. If they think we do 
not, they have no reafon to be moved by 
what we fay. If they think we do, why 
do they not take in all that we ſay in this 
matter ? Namely, that though it be poſ- 
ible for ſome in the Communion of the 
Roman Church to be ſaved, yet it is ve- 
ty hazardous ; and that they are in a ſafe 
condition already in our Church , and 
why then ſhould a bare poſſubility, accom- 
panrd with infinit and apparent hazard, 
be an Argument to any man to run in- 
to that danger * 

LASTLY. This Argument is very 
improper to be urged by thoſe who make 
uſe of it, Part of the ſtrength of it lies in 
this, that we Proteſtants acknowledge 
that it #s poſſible a Papiſt may be Saved. 
| _ Buit 
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this? What matter.is it, what we Here- 
ticks ſay, who are fo Damnably miſta- 
ken in all other things © Methinks, if 
there were no other reaſon, yet becauſe 
we ſay it, it ſhould ſeem to them to be 
unlikely to be true. Bur I perceive, 
when it ſerves for their putpoſe, we have 
ſome little Credit and Authority among; 
them. 


BY this time I hope every: one is in 
ſome meaſure ſarisfied of the weakneſs of 
tbu Argument, which is fo tranſparent; 
that no wiſe man can honeſtly uſe it, and 
he muſt have a very odd Underſtanding 
that can be cheated by it. The truth 1s, 
itis a caſual and contingent Argument, 
and ſometimes it concludes right, and 
oftner wrong : and therefore no prudent 
man can be moved by it, excepr only in 
one caſe , when all things are ſo equal on 
boti fides,” that there is nothing elſe in 
the whole World to determine him 
which ſurely can never happen in mat-_ 
ters of Religion neceſſarily to be belic- 
ved. No manis fo weak, as not toconii- 
derin the change of his Religion, the me- 
rits of the Cauſeit ſelf; to examine the 


o 


 DyArines and Prafliter of the Churches 
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fence and charity of both Parties, together 
with all other things which ought to 
move a conſciencious and a prudent man. 
And if upon enquiry there appear to be a 
clear advantage on either fide, then this 
Argument is needleſs, and comes too 
late, becauſe the work is already done 
without it, 

Beſides, that the great hazard of Sal- 
_ vation in the Rowan Church, - (which we 
declare upon account of the Dofrines 
and Praftices which I have mentioned ) 
ought to deter any man much more from 
that Religion, than the acknowledged 
poſſibility of Salvation in it, ought to en- 
courageany man to the embracing of it : 
| Never did any Chriſtian Church build ſo 
much Hay and Stuble upon the Founda- 
tion of Chriſtianity ; and therefore thoſe 
that are Saved init, muſt be Saved, as it 
were, out of the Fire. And though Purga- 
tory be not meant in the Text, yet it is 
a Doctrine yery well ſuited to their man- 
ner of Building; for there is need of an 
Ionis Purgatorius, of a Fire to try their 
work, what it is, and to Burn up their - 
Hay and Stubble. And I have ſo much 
Charity ( and I deſire always to have it) 
2S to hope, that a great many among 

| them 
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them who live piouſly; . and have been 


almoſt inevitably detain'd in that Chutch 
by the prejudice of Education and anin- 
vincible ignorance, will upon a general 
Repentance find mercy with God; and 
though their work ſuffer loſs and be © 
Burnt, yet they themſelves may eſcape as 
out of the Fire, But as for thoſe who haye 
| had the opportunities of coming to the 
knowledge of the Truth, if they conti- 
nue in the Errors of that Church, or 
Apoftatize from the Truth, I think their 
condition ſo far from being Safe, that 
there muſt be extraordinary favourable 
circumſtances in their caſe to give a man 
hopes of their Salvation, os 
I have now done with the Two things 
I propounded to fpeak to. And I am ſor- 
ry that the neceſſary defence of our Religi- 
on, againſt the reſtleſs importumties and 
attemprs of its Adverſaries upon all ſorts 
of perſons, hath engaged me to ſpend ſo 
much time in matters of Diſpute, which 
I had much rather have employed in ano- 
ther way. Many of you can be my wit- 
neſſes. that I have conſtantly made it my 
buſineſs. in this Great Preſence and Af- 
ſembly, to plead againſt the Impieties 
and [/Vrchedneſs of men ; and have endea- 
vourd, by the beſt Arguments I CO 
thin 


think of; to gain men over to @ firm be- 
lief, and ſerious praftice of the main things | 
of Rgligion. And, I do affure you, I | 
had much rather perſwade any one to be 
a good mat, than to be of any party or 
Denomiination of Chriſtians whatſoever, 
For I doubt not-but the belzef of the Anu- 
ent Creed, without the addition of any 
other Articles, together with a-good Life, 
will certainly Save a man; and without: 
this rio man can. have reaſonable hopes 
of Salvation, no not in an Infallible 
Church, it there were any ſuch to be 
found in the World. 

I have been, according to my oppor- 
tunities, not a negligent obſerver of the 
Genius and Humour of the ſeveral Sets 
and Profeſſions in Religion. And upon 
the whole matter, I do in my conſcience 
believe the Church of England to be the 
beſt conſtituted Church this day in the 
World , and -that, as to the main, the 
Dottrine, and Government, and Worſhip 
of it, are excellently framed to make 
men ſoberly Religious : Securing men on 
the one hand from the wild freaks of 
Enthuſiaſm; and on the other, from the 
groſs follies of Szperſtition. And our 
Church] hath this peculiar advantage 
above ſeveral Profeſſions that we know 
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' In the World; that 
due and juſt Subordination to the Cr/ 
Authority, and hath alwayes been untain- 
ted in its Loyalty. 

And now ſhall every trifling canſide- 
ration be fufficient to move a man to re- 
linquiſh ſuch a Church? There is no 
greater diſparagement to a mans Under- 
ſtanding, no greater Argument of a light 
and ungenerous Mind, than. raſhly to 
change ones Religion. Relzg'on 1s our 
greateſt concernment of all other, and it 
is not every little Argument, no nor a 
great noiſe about Infallibility, nothing 
but very plain and convincing evidence, 
that ſhould ſway a man in this caſe. But 
they are utterly inexcuſable, who-make 
a change of ſuch concernment upon the 
inſinuations 'of one fide only, withour 
ever hearing what can be ſaid for the 
Church they were Baptized and brought 
upin, before they leave it. They Tir 
can yield thus eaſily to the Impreſſions 
of every one that hath a deſign and inte- 
reſt to make Proſelytes, may at this rate 
of diſcretion change their Rel:g:on twice 
a-day, and inſtead of Morning. and Even- 
ing Prayer, they may have a Morning and 
an Evening Keligion, Ne. 
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own Souls ſake, and for the ſake of our 
Repuration, let us conſider and ſoew our 


ſelves men; Let us not ſuffer our ſelves 
tobe ſhaken and carried away with eve- 


ry wind ; Let us not run our ſelves into 
danger when we may be ſate, Let us 
ſtick to the Foundation of Rel:ipton, the 
Articles of our Common belief, and Build 
upon them Gold, and Silver, and preci- 
ous Stones, I mean, the vertues and atti- 
ons of a good Life ; and it we would do 
this, we ſhould not be apt to ſet ſuch a 
value upon Hay and Stable. If we would 
ſincerely endeavour, to live holy and ver- 
tuous lives, we ſhould not need to caſt 
about for a Religion, which may furniſh 
us with caſte and indirect ways to get to 
Heaven. 


I WIL L conclude all with the Apo- 
ſtles Exhortation, herefare my belo- 
ved Brethren, be ye ſiedfaſt and unmoveable, 
alwayes abounding in the work of the 
Lord, FM 


0 1IV the God of peace which brought 
L N again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, che great Shepherd of the Sheep, by 
the Bloud of the Everlafiing Covenant, 
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do ptr working in you that which is 
well-pleaſing im is {ohbt, through J 
Chi. mg mb pght, through Jeſus 
Amen, 


e Glory for ever and ever, 


—_— _ 


